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Commentator

Joseph Sutcliffe, M.A., an English Wesleyan minister, was born at Baildon, Yorkshire. He was converted in early life and became a circuit riding preacher at age 24.

He was appointed by John Wesley to Redruth in 1786. Sutcliffe introduced Methodism into the Scilly Isles in 1788, and spent the last twenty years of his life in retirement in London, where he died May 14, 1856 at age 94.

His course was one of "unspotted Christian purity and progressive excellence. In Biblical scholarship he especially excelled." He was an indefatigable writer, publishing in all thirty-two works on religious subjects, the chief being this A Commentary on the Old and New Testament.

This commentary represents 40 years of Sutcliffe's study of the Bible. After retiring at age 74, he compiled this commentary from his Bible study notes he accumulated over the years. The commentary is mostly expositional with some exegetical comments and Hebrew/Greek analysis.

00 Introduction 

ST. PAUL’S EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS.
SACRED criticism has contemplated every circumstance of time and place, in regard to the writing of this epistle, and weighed every expression in the text; yet much obscurity remains. The expression in Galatians 1:6, “I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel,” is thought not to refer to the departure of Paul from Galatia, but to some short space after the arrival of the false apostles, who had endeavoured to subvert the liberty of the gospel by the yoke of the ceremonial law.

This epistle was written in Greek, and it would seem, from Galatians 6:11, with the apostle’s own hand. The Arabic and the Syriac versions add, that it was sent from Rome by Timothy; but as Paul’s bonds are not named, that assertion is not proved, though it might be correct. But as there were “brethren” with the apostle when he wrote, ministers of Christ, he must have written from some great city.

The internal characters of this epistle correspond with the divine authority of the christian religion; that the gospel which Paul had preached in the province was not of men, nor by man, but was delivered to him by immediate revelation.

The second argument is, that the churches of Galatia did not receive the Spirit by the works of the law, but by the hearing of faith; the Holy Ghost having fallen upon them, as in other instances, while the gospel was preached. By this divine influence they had been converted, made the children of God, and Christ was formed in their hearts the hope of glory.

The third argument is, that the false apostles, and others, who seduced them were designing men. They did not themselves keep the law, but enforced circumcision, with other rituals, that they might glory in their flesh.

The whole character of the epistle is sanative, associating the liberty of the gospel, with liberation from fleshly desires, which war against the soul. It exhibits the church as adorned with all the fruits of the Spirit, its members being made new creatures in Christ Jesus. 

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-24
Galatians 1:1. Paul an apostle, not of men, neither by man. Paul was not a member of the church of the firstborn, suckled with her breasts, and edified by her ministry. Christ had specially appeared to him, and stopped him in the way. He saw the holy and Just One; was made by the grace of God a witness of the resurrection, and legate of God to the Gentiles. Acts 9:4; Acts 22:13; Acts 22:15. Thus his ministry was purely of God, as Christ is of God the Father, who raised him from the dead by the Spirit, which justified him from the condemnation of the Jews. Therefore the Spirit of Jehovah rested upon him in the plenitude of divine endowments. Nor should it escape remark, that the Saviour who spake to Paul in Damascus, spake to him on special occasions in every future crisis of duty and danger. He spake to him in Corinth; and while lying in prison at Cæsarea, that he must also bear witness of him at Rome, and in other places.

Galatians 1:2. The churches of Galatia. This was a province of Asia minor, bounded on the east by Cappadocia, on the south by Pamphylia, on the west by Phrygia, and on the north by the Black sea. It was called Gaulo- Grecia, because the Gauls who burnt Rome established themselves there. In the fourth century it was divided into Paphlagonia, Galatia, and Isuria. The capital was Ancyra. The apostles were missionaries here, and this epistle is a circular letter to all the churches, to whom it was intended to be read in the hours of devotion.

Galatians 1:3-5. Grace to you, and peace — from our Lord Jesus Christ, who gave himself for our sins, a vicarious sacrifice, that he might bring us to God, and deliver us from the present evil world, by calling us out of the world, by forming us into a peculiar people, a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, that we might declare his glory and righteousness to the world. So he said by Isaiah: “This people have I formed for myself, they shall show forth my praise:” Isaiah 43:21. The church is now the called, the Israel of God.

Galatians 1:6-7. I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you — to another gospel, a gospel mixed with all the yoke of the ceremonial law. Which indeed is not another; but the false apostles, as angels of light, trouble you. It would seem from the replies of St. Paul, in chap. 4. and Hebrews 12:22; Hebrews 12:25, that those false apostles had talked in the high style of the synagogues. ‘This Paul has deceived you; he has taken a false measure of the prophets, and totally perverted the sense of the seers. He has transferred all the promised glory to our city and temple to some imaginary mount Zion above. Whereas the sense of the prophets is plain; their words are simple and clear. “Then shall the throne of the Lord be great in Jerusalem,” as stated in the latter parts of the prophets. All the converted gentiles shall bring their gifts and offerings to the Lord, to the place that he hath chosen. Zion is the mountain of his holiness. God is in the midst of her, she shall never be moved. His law is an everlasting law. Therefore, you must all be circumcised, and keep the law of Moses.’ — On the contrary, Paul regarded Jerusalem as a putrid carcase, about which the Roman eagles should in a few years be gathered. He, the first of prophets, foresaw that the jews who had execrated the Saviour, should themselves be accursed, and be scattered from one end of the earth to the other. Deuteronomy 28:64.

Galatians 1:8. Though we, or an angel from heaven, which Luther designates by the name of “white devil,” preach any other gospel — let him be accursed. The gospel of the grace of God, the new covenant in all its glory, the gospel declarative of the love of God, who spared not his own Son, but freely delivered him up for us all, and with him confers all the riches of grace and glory; if this gospel be impugned, it merits the severest strokes of the two-edged sword of God’s avenging arm. What, corrupt, degrade, or despise this gospel, which the first witnesses have published, and sealed with their blood; for which the noble army of martyrs have fought; the faith in which our well-instructed fathers have died? The dire apostasy cannot be tolerated for a moment. If the cross be degraded, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sin.

Galatians 1:10-12. Do I seek to please men, by liberation from the ceremonial yoke, as the false apostles say I do. If so, I cease to be the servant of Christ. But I certify to you again, as when I was with you, that the gospel which I preached was neither of men, nor by man, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ. If my gospel were of men, they would give me rewards; now they cast me into prison, and load me with affliction.

Galatians 1:13-14. Ye have heard of my conversation in time past. See the notes on Acts 9:22.

Galatians 1:15-16. When it pleased God — to reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen, immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood. I went not back to Jerusalem to look after my private affairs. I let the dead bury their dead. The conversion of Paul demonstrated that his gospel was not of men. During the three days he lay in Damascus, the Son of God, who had appeared to him in the way, opened to him the scriptures, and all the doctrines of the glorious gospel, not omitting the ordinance of the last supper. 1 Corinthians 11:23. — What clearer proof could the Galatians have, that the gospel preached by Paul was not of men, nor after the example of men. He was called of Him who separated him from his mother’s womb, and he attributes his call wholly to the grace of God. He ascribes his knowledge to a special revelation. His future, life was a living sacrifice of obedience to the heavenly vision, and all his sufferings demonstrate the sublimity of his glory in the cross of Christ.

Galatians 1:17. I went into Arabia. Ancient geography does not exactly define the limits of this country. Whether it comprized the once powerful kingdom of Hazor, mentioned in Judges 4. and Jeremiah 49:28; or whether it extended to the kingdom of queen Zenobia, alluded to in the note on Job 1:1; or whether the labours of Paul were in the eastern parts of Lebanon and its adjacent cities; or whether he crossed the Euphrates, cannot now be decided. The loss of this part of the apostle’s journal is irreparable. Chrysostom’s note here is, that St. Paul carefully records the grace which God had conferred on him; but in the excess of modesty, he is silent of his own works. His journies finally took a northern direction, towards Cilicia, his native province, as stated in Galatians 1:21.

Galatians 1:19. James the Lord’s brother. St. Ambrose says this James was the son of Joseph. Of course he was older than Jesus, his own mother being dead before Joseph espoused the holy virgin.

REFLECTIONS.
The first work of an ambassador is to open his credentials as the plenipotentiary of his sovereign. St. Paul was an apostle, not of men, as the false apostles were. 2 Corinthians 11:13. Nor was he first appointed by men in the christian church. Christ therefore who sent him was not a mere man, but the God-man; and as to his humanity, he is the prophet, priest, and king, raised from the dead by the Father, and declared to be the Son of God with power.

The weakness and inconstancy of man is a subject of astonishment, even to St. Paul. The holy apostles and apostolic men had planted the churches in Galatia; they had sealed their mission with the gifts of the Spirit, and left them in full possession of the sacred truth. But behold, when the false apostles came enforcing the Mosaic law, they suffered the superior glory and liberty of the gospel to be drawn back to carnal ordinances. Lord, what is man! We seem to retain infancy to old age, and to be in the hands of others for opinions during the whole of life. When something new appears in a beguiling dress, we are ready to leave the ancient rock.

The curse denounced against those troublers of the churches, is truly awful. The hypocrite, or the angel who could disturb those tender minds in their happy simplicity, and communion with God, was worthy of excommunication from the family of heaven: and the anathema is repeated to give it the greater emphasis.

A clear statement of the evidences of christianity is the best way of confirming men in the truths of revealed religion. St. Paul states his mission, as he did also twice before the court of Cæsarea. He was made an apostle purely by a divine call. He certified that his gospel was not of men. He was a persecutor of the first class, and therefore had neither interest nor inclination to preach Christ. God separated him from his mother’s womb, and called him by his grace for the ministry. Christ was revealed in his heart, in truth and grace, that he might preach him among the heathen. It was three years before he saw any of the apostles. He was not known by face to the saints in Judea: so many clear proofs that his gospel was from heaven, and not of men. And we may ask, who among the simple followers of Christ could have forced the christian faith on a genius so sublime, without allowing him some time to weigh it, and to conquer his bigotry and prejudice. And what but divine conviction could have induced him to sacrifice his preferment, to account his worldly hopes but as dung, and to suffer all kinds of torture to win the crown of righteousness. Thus the conversion of St. Paul is one of the most striking demonstrations of the truth of christianity; and the Galatians were the more inexcusable in leaving the doctrines of a genuine father, for spurious apostles of judaism. 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-21
Galatians 2:1-2. Then fourteen years after, I went up again to Jerusalem, and took Titus, his fellow-labourer. Luke adds, “and others also.” Acts 15:2. We may gather from this, that Luke was of the company. I went up by revelation, says the apostle, or by a special direction from heaven. Strong remonstrances had been made by the deputation sent from Jerusalem, against the admission of the “multitude” of gentile converts into the church, without first subjecting them to the ceremonial law; and as this grand question concerned the peace of the whole christian church, the Holy Spirit directed them to settle it in full convocation at Jerusalem. Certainly, the Hebrew rites were for the Hebrews only, and for the willing converts from gentile nations. The time of this council is placed by Usher in the fifty first year of Christ.

Galatians 2:3. But neither Titus, being a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised. The case of Titus is pertinent, indicating the liberal disposition of the church in Jerusalem towards the gentiles.

Galatians 2:4-5. False brethren — to whom we gave place, no, not for an hour. These were the angels of light in the pay of the great synagogue, men who had pursued the apostles to destroy their work, and bring the gentiles into bondage. The noble soul of Paul would not allow those seducers to have a seat in the councils or conferences of the church.

Galatians 2:6. But of these, who seemed to be somewhat; delicately omitting to say, James, Cephas, and John. Perhaps he puts James first, because he is thought to have been the bishop of the church. δοκουντων, who were estimated to be somewhat, or as in Galatians 2:9, were considered as pillars of the church. In conference they added nothing to me; they used no arguments but what I already knew, and had fully considered.

Galatians 2:8. He that wrought effectually in Peter to the apostleship of the circumcision, the same was mighty in me towards the gentiles. In these words of confidence, we know not which to admire most, the noble and independent mind of Paul, or his generosity in the concession of more ministerial glory to Peter than to himself, it being more difficult to convert the jews to a crucified Redeemer, than to turn the gentiles from darkness to light. Paul we know, and without doubt, Peter was a great and able minister of Christ. But the spirit of the text is, to demonstrate the equal energy of the gospel to both jews and gentiles, rather than to illustrate the comparative merit of the preachers.

Galatians 2:11. But when Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him to the face. He does not blame him for living as a jew in Jerusalem, and as a greek in Antioch, for Paul invariably did the same. To the jews, he became a jew, that he might gain the jews; and among the greeks, he lived as the greeks. The point of reprehension was, the change of Peter’s mode of living on the arrival of brethren from Jerusalem, “who were all zealous of the law.”

Chrysostom is of opinion, that Paul reproved Peter privately; but that is a mere conjecture. The fathers agree with Paul, that Peter in this act of ecclesiastical prudence was fallible, which destroys the infallibility of Rome as with a thunder stroke. The certainty of Paul’s gospel depended neither on Peter nor James. He had received it from the Lord. Therefore he adds, 

Galatians 2:19. I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God. The law came by Moses; it is a schoolmaster to prepare us for more enlarged disclosures of the divine will. The new law, the grace and truth by Jesus Christ, so absorbs my soul that I am dead to the law, being assured that righteousness never did, and never can come to sinful man by the legal code. “We,” on the contrary, “wait for the hope of righteousness by faith:”

Galatians 5:5.

Galatians 2:20. I am crucified with Christ; nevertheless I live. The life of Christ infused into the soul of Paul, superseded the state of darkness, bondage, and sin, in which he had formerly lived; or the law of concupiscence which slumbers in the unregenerate heart. On the new life which Christ imparts, he uses various phrases, that a change so essential might be fully understood. He says, I live not, but Christ liveth in me. In other places he describes it as a life of devotion to the glory of God. Romans 6:10; Romans 14:7-8. 2 Corinthians 5:15. Augustine explains it by saying, that Christ is the life of the soul. Quickened with this life, and fed by the word of truth, we grow from babes to young men, and from young men to fathers in Christ.

Galatians 2:21. I do not frustrate the grace of God, in the gospel; for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain. What a decisive argument. It reminds us of the remarkable saying of the patriarch, “After my words they speak not again.” Job 29:22. 

REFLECTIONS.
In this great and serious disputation, the liberation of the gentile converts from the ceremonial yoke, St. Paul discovers a noble and an independent mind. The false brethren were the hirelings of judaism sent to trouble the churches, to persuade them to be circumcised, that they might glory in their flesh, and return with triumph to Jerusalem: Galatians 6:13. These the apostle confounds by a case quite in point. When he took Titus to Jerusalem, the apostles received him as a brother minister, without compelling him to be circumcised, though the false brethren in Jerusalem had urged that point. We are emancipated from the bloody ritual, that we may be the more intent on true circumcision, which is that of the heart.

The next case in point is the conduct of St. Peter at Antioch. This holy apostle had eaten with gentiles in Cornelius’s house, being directed so to do by a vision from God. Acts 11:7. He had also written on the liberty of the gentiles. Acts 15:19-20. Now he ate with the gentile converts at Antioch; and whether he ate with the jews in Jerusalem, or with the gentiles in Antioch, he acted a fair part for the peace of the church. His fault was in carrying prudence too far. Peter was not equal to Paul in a natural decision of character; but at the same time we must have a little patience till men of weak eyes are able to bear the full light of day. In this mere excess of prudence evinced by St. Peter, it is entertaining to see how silent the great doctors of the church of Rome are in their comments on this passage. However clear the case might be in favour of St. Paul, the embarrassment of those men seems to decide that it was not quite clear in favour of St. Peter’s infallibility.

In the affair at Antioch we cannot too much admire the noble temper and excellent piety of St. Paul, who could not accommodate his conduct to the dissimulation of the jews. He spake the truth consonant to his mission among the gentiles; he spake it in the face of Peter, and the ministers of circumcision sent from James; and he extended a firm arm for the protection of the gentile converts.

St. Paul managed the disputation in a calm and excellent spirit. We are weak, we grow warm, and an excess of passion spoils the force of argument. It was otherwise with him, whom the spirit of life had freed from the law of sin and death. He through the law was dead, and consequently freed from ritual obligations, that he might live unto God. He was dead as to all hope of righteousness by the moral law, which only revived a sense of sin, and that slew him. Romans 7:9. He therefore sought righteousness and life by Christ only. Regarding the ritual law as a shadow of good things to come, he left the shadow for the substance, the circumcision of the heart, the washing of regeneration, and the atoning altar of Calvary. The law written on the heart far surpassed the Hebrew code. He was dead also to preferment, and all worldly hopes: these he accounted loss, and trampled upon them as dung, for the more excellent knowledge of Christ. He was dead to his own will, and crucified to the rudiments of the world, that he might live unto God. His soul was quickened to the resurrection and life of Christ, and he lived by faith in the Son of God. The Holy Spirit, as the fountain of life, refreshed his soul with a constant stream; and the emanations of love, joy, and peace, filled him with the earnest of heavenly glory. 

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-29
Galatians 3:1. Oh foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you: εβασκανε, who hath fascinated, beguiled, or seduced you by subtlety and cunning, and sought by ingenious malice to draw you from the truth and glory of a crucified Redeemer. The jews and greeks, on seeing Christ set before them, as he is in the scriptures, first suffering and then entering into his glory, have believed on him, and most of them believed under the first sermon they heard. Why then should you, oh misguided men, be drawn away from the grand truth which reigns through all the scriptures, and gives you righteousness and life. The glory of the waning tabernacle must all be lost in the glory of the temple built on the tops of the mountains.

Galatians 3:2. This only would I learn of you: received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith? Paul here settles the contest by an appeal to the high court of heaven. While we enlarged on the glory of Christ in our discourses; while we showed you the whole of the old testament full of the Saviour, and illustrated the fulfilment of the prophecies; did not a flood of divine light break in upon your minds? Was not the love of God shed abroad in your hearts by the Holy Ghost? Did not all other graces and divine endowments follow? Was it not with you, as when Peter preached to devout men in the house of Cornelius? Why then, ω ανοητοι, oh men without mind, leave the light, the life, and glory of the gospel, to seek righteousness by your own works?

Galatians 3:6-7. Even as Abraham believed God, in all the promises of a son, and of the Messiah in his line, of an inheritance, and of eternal life, for he sought a better country, and it was accounted to him for righteousness. Like Noah, he became heir of the righteousness of God by faith. Hebrews 11:7. From the moment that Abraham believed the great promise concerning his Seed, his faith was counted, reputed, or reckoned to him for righteousness, for it embraced the Saviour, and all the promised righteousness in him. Cease then, oh Galatians, from all false apostles, to follow the example of Abraham, who obtained the promises, that you may be confirmed in the faith, as the children of this most illustrious father.

Galatians 3:8-9. The Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the heathen through faith, preached the gospel before to Abraham, saying, In thee shall all nations be blessed. By the force of this argument, the jews who had execrated Paul for doing what God had done before, are now struck dumb like the idols of the heathen. So then, the believing gentiles are the promised heirs. — With Paul against the jews, every battle was a victory. But this is not all: —

Galatians 3:10. As many as are of the works of the law, are under the curse, because they violate it. Deuteronomy 27:26. The law speaks with equal majesty to prince and peasant, “the soul that sinneth it shall die.” This decision divides the human race into two classes, the condemned, and the justified. — Of the violators of the law Moses has said, “If thou shalt not hearken to the voice of the Lord thy God, all these curses shall come upon thee.” Deuteronomy 28:15. This malediction refers to the just sentence of the law upon malefactors, as when the Lord cursed the serpent, and when Elisha cursed the children of Bethel for mocking him as he went up to worship the Lord. 2 Kings 2:24. Yet no one ever presumed, that a just sentence of the law ever excluded the culprit from hopes of mercy at the bar of God.

Galatians 3:11. The just shall live by faith. St. Paul teaches us here to read the holy scriptures in all their plenitude, and with an enlightened understanding. When Habakkuk promised good men their lives in the calamitous siege of Jerusalem, he foresaw that their faith would extend beyond their present deliverance, to embrace the Messiah in all the glory of his person and kingdom. The whole succession of saints were of course justified, not by the works of the law, but by faith in him who was to come.

Galatians 3:13. Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a καταρα, curse for us. How can the Socinian pretend to love the holy scriptures, and yet deny the vicarious and meritorious sacrifice of Christ for us! We are bought with a price; redeemed, not with corruptible things, as silver and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, who, as a Lamb, offered himself without spot to God. He bears away the curse, and leaves the blessing of life and righteousness on the church. The glory of Christ is the glory of the Father, let us not barter it away for dry philosophy.

Galatians 3:14. That we might receive the promise of the Spirit, contained in such passages as the following. Isaiah 44:3. Joel 2:23-28. Hosea 6:3. John 14:26.

Galatians 3:20. A mediator is not a mediator of one, but God is one. Therefore, as Moses was the mediator between God and the Hebrews, so Christ is the one mediator between God and man, as Isaiah had seen him in the Spirit. In the high and tragic duty there was no man with him. “He wondered that there was no intercessor; therefore his own arm brought salvation, and his righteousness it sustained him.” Isaiah 59:16. By the expiation of sin he has reconciled us to God, and made us heirs of the promises.

Galatians 3:23-27. Before faith came, we were — shut up unto the faith that should afterwards be revealed. We were in the prison of a legal state, tied and bound with the chains of sin. We were in great darkness; we could neither keep the law, nor break our heavy chain, until Christ came to preach deliverance to the captives, and the opening of the prison-doors to those that are bound; to remove our prison garments, and confer the garments of praise to supersede the spirit of heaviness. Till the gospel trumpet announced the acceptable year, the jubilee of the Lord; till he opened the mystery hid in ages past, and made the gentiles fellow-heirs with us of the grace of life, we were like prisoners without hope. Now all who put on Christ are the children of God.

Galatians 3:28. There is neither Jew nor Greek, neither bond nor free, neither male nor female: all are one in Christ Jesus. This unity in the church supersedes the tyranny of man in castes, ranks, and distinctions, when we bow and worship before the Lord our maker. The glory which the Father gave to the Son, he has given to his servants, who have all now received the Spirit of adoption.

REFLECTIONS.
St. Paul here moves in his own sphere. While soaring on high, he casts his plummet into the deep things of God. His auditories are all prostrate, and every ear awaits the elucidations which drop from his lips. The marrow and glory of the gospel is Christ crucified to reconcile the world to God. Here is love, here is wisdom, such as the world never saw. Here is grace that softens the hearts of rebels, and saves the soul from the love of sin. How foolish then must he be who leaves the glory of the cross for legal rituals, and for the insufficient wisdom of this world.

The gifts which followed the faith of Christ were farther proofs of the evangelical glory. Believers received the Holy Ghost, and many of them the gifts of healing. Did any proselyte of judaism ever receive such an unction? Faith is the short and simple way of obtaining righteousness and salvation. Faith associates the believing gentile with all the family of the promised Seed, and makes him an heir of Abraham’s covenant. But those who obstinately expect righteousness from a violated law remain under the curse. Abraham was justified and made the friend of God by faith only, and faith makes all believers his children. This the penetrating eyes of St. Paul saw in the promise: In thee shall all the families of the earth be blessed.

The testamentary force of Abraham’s covenant is a farther argument to hold fast the promise of life and righteousness by faith only. No one can disannul the will of a deceased man, in the disposal of lands and chattels. Hence the law of Moses, which in substance was but the patriarchal law adapted to national society, cannot supersede the covenant with Abraham. Why then was the law given? It is replied, As a hedge to guard the nations against a relapse into crimes which most surely tend to destruction. Besides, this law was invested in the hands of the Messiah, the mediator between the breakers of the law and the Father. Hence man, groaning under the curse of the law, and under the condemnation of his own heart, must rejoice to embrace justification and eternal life by faith only. Till then he is shut up. To conquer his sins, to alter his habits, to love God with his whole heart, seem impossibilities. But when the Redeemer’s voice is heard, all his fears vanish away. The law of the spirit of life at once makes him free. Oh the balm of Calvary to the wounded conscience: oh the glorious liberty of the gospel! We have but to embrace it, and to stand fast in its liberty to know its worth, and to adore the source from whence it flowed. 

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-31
Galatians 4:1-3. The heir, as long as he is a child, and a minor, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all. He is under guardians, till the year appointed by the will of his father. This allegory applies to the jews, who though they were the seed of Abraham, were still in their minority. Though they were the heirs, they were still under the law, till the appointed time should come. So we also have been under the elements of this world, subject to the laws of our nonage, and the rudiments of men.

Galatians 4:4-5. When the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, who had eternally subsisted in the bosom of the Father. He who led Jacob like a flock, foresaw that the dark and ruder ages were not prepared for the Messiah. He had said, “Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” Isaiah 40:3. Those ages were enlightened by Hebrew schools, and by Grecian literature. The rough places were levelled by the Roman conquests, the scriptures were translated into Greek, synagogues were established, and proselytes to judaism were made in all the great cities of the empire. Add to these, that the weeks of Daniel were accomplished, the sceptre was departed from Judah, and all men were in expectation of the Messiah. The heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land having been shaken by the Roman wars, the Desire of all nations came in the Augustine age of universal peace.

By using the word προθεσμια, the time “appointed,” and the “fulness” of time, St. Paul had no doubt in view the chronological notices of the prophets, which confer lustre on the fidelity of God in sending his Son at the promised time. Habakkuk says, “The vision is yet for an appointed time:” Habakkuk 2:3. Daniel names “the latter days:” Daniel 10:14. These were the days when Jehovah, for whom the jews waited, should come to his temple. Malachi 3:1. The days when the new temple, built with living stones, should be exalted above the hills, and when all gentile nations should run to it, and be incorporated with the seed of Israel. This is the consequent conclusion, that the God of Abraham, who was faithful in calling Israel out of Egypt at the promised period, was equally faithful in sending his Son into the world, to redeem us from the bondage of servants, and give us the high prerogative of sons, being born of God. John 1:12. 

Galatians 4:6. Because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts. The Holy Spirit proceeding from the Father and the Son, is the river of life flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb. Revelation 22:1-2. Having, on believing, received power to become the sons of God, which is confirmed by the will, the testament, and promises of the Father, the Spirit comes to testify what God has done. He gives the power to say what we could not say before, — Abba Father, in all the glory of worship, and liberty of access to a throne of grace. 2 Corinthians 1:22. This Spirit is the earnest and pledge of our adoption. This earnest is the love of God shed abroad in our hearts. It is a strong persuasion of God’s paternal love, and by consequence an assurance of our adoption. If that evidence be weak, for the Spirit diversifies his operations, let us still pray, “that he would pour into our hearts such love towards him, that we may love him above all things, and obtain the promises which exceed all that we can desire.” Collect for sixth Sunday after Trinity.

Galatians 4:9. But now — how turn ye again to the weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye desire again to be in bondage? The observance of hebrew and gentile feasts reputed holy, as though you had forgotten the glory of Christ, and the fulness of the gospel. This great master knew how to speak to men in error.

Galatians 4:13. Ye know how through infirmity of the flesh I preached to you at the first. See the notes on 2 Corinthians 10:10; 2 Corinthians 12:7.

Galatians 4:15. Where is then the blessedness ye spake of, the love of which you once boasted. Where is now your love, your first love, when you would have given me your eyes? Think me not your enemy, because I tell you the truth. The figure of interrogation is the last power of eloquence.

Galatians 4:17-18. They zealously affect you, but not well. The Greek seems obscure, the versions vary. The English is nearly as in Beza. Affectant enim vos non bene. They, the false apostles, affect you, but not rightly; they would exclude or seduce you from the faith. Dr. Hammond quotes here the king’s manuscript, which has υμας; and he reads, “they woo you very earnestly.” Then the sense will be, that the judaizing teachers wheedle you with beguiling arguments, to draw you away from the hope of the gospel. But, on the contrary, it is good to be zealously affected always in a good cause; and not only when I am present with you. 

Galatians 4:19. My little children, of whom I travail in birth again, to see in you all the christian temper which I once saw. I feel the same anxiety for your restoration to the simplicity of the gospel which I formerly felt for your conversion. Listen no more to the voice of seducers, turn a deaf ear to their words, that brotherly love may again glow in your hearts. The seducers want to make you all bloody Ishmaels, instead of pious Isaacs, and revive the strife which disturbed the house of Abraham.

Galatians 4:22. It is written, that Abraham had two sons. The one according to the flesh, the other according to promise. These things are an allegory, or continuation of metaphors. This he proves from the bondage of sin under the old covenant, and the liberation from sin under the new. He had authority to say that the rock of Horeb was a figure of Christ, and that the manna indicated heavenly food for the soul, ideas much improved by the marrow and fatness of the prophets, and by their present allusion to Christ as the rock of ages. See the Reflections below.

Galatians 4:28. We, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of promise. The great divisions in the province of Galatia, had grieved and wounded the spirit of St. Paul beyond all that had ever happened to him. He wished that the judaizing teachers were even cut off that had troubled them. Those teachers had pleaded the prophecies as all the rabbins still do, that the gentiles were to be proselyted to judaism. These arguments the apostle here rebuts by affirming, that the spiritual Jerusalem is the mother of us all. Her sons are heirs, not of Jerusalem about to be destroyed, but of the inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not away. He resumes the subject in a very decided manner, in Hebrews 12:22-29. Those ministers of our own times, and of our own nation, who plead for the unqualified return of the jews to Jerusalem, had better weigh St. Paul’s arguments. Do not certain sermons tend to retard the conversion of that interesting nation, now wandering on the face of the earth, by holding out to them a hope that they are to be gathered to their own land in a state of unbelief; and when besieged by infidel powers, they are to be delivered, and converted by the personal appearance of Christ, who shall destroy all their enemies. If those ideas are founded in truth, how can we expect any conversions among that nation till the appointed time? Can we wish the jews a greater calamity than a present return to a barren land? St. Paul’s words are, “If they abide not still in unbelief, God is able to graft them in.” 

REFLECTIONS.
The subject is here continued, and the contrast between the bondage of the jew, and the liberty of the christian, is illustrated by a divine wisdom.

The jewish church is compared to an heir in his minority, being in a state of ignorance and imperfection. But from this bondage Christ has redeemed us in every view. He was made of a woman to redeem us from the bondage of the flesh; and he became a curse, that he might free us from punishment, and give us the adoption, described in Romans 8:15-17; and in due time he will give the inheritance to all the faithful seed.

To this liberty St. Paul invites the churches of Galatia to return. Brethren, be ye as I am; believers in Christ only, both for righteousness and life; and he enforces this return to the simple, unencumbered, and glorious faith of Christ, by a recollection of their former love.

The best confirmation of a christian is to have the heart established with grace, or Christ formed in us the hope of glory. This consists in a lively faith, in pure and universal love, in daily intercourse and communion with God, and in an entire devotedness to all his pleasure, whether it be to do or to suffer.

The ingenious reference to the allegory of Sarah and Hagar, however mortifying to the unbelieving jew, is certainly a most apt illustration of the christian liberty. It is comprised in seven views. The two covenants, the law of faith, and the law of works, the one being legal shadows, the other being substance from above. Hagar, a bondwoman, whose name signifies a rock, and is aptly figurative of Sinai; and Sarah, who was free, and a figure of Jerusalem above, and the mother of us all. Ishmael, son of the bondwoman, was born according to the flesh, without any particular promise; but Isaac was born by faith, his mother being barren, and his father very old. Now, as Abraham staggered not through unbelief, so by faith we become children of Abraham, and heirs of the inheritance. Next, the law was given on Sinai, a yoke which was severe to the flesh; but the gospel was preached from heaven, with liberty to the captives, and a jubilee of goodwill to men. The nation which received the ceremonial yoke at Sinai removed with that yoke to Jerusalem; but believers, being delivered from the spirit of bondage, are born (anothen) from above, as the Greek is. John 3:3. They are therefore the children of mount Zion, the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem. Hebrews 12:22. In these covenants, circumcision, so bloody and revolting to the wife of Moses, is superseded by baptism. So St. Paul has said. Colossians 2:13. Ye are circumcised with the circumcision of Christ, buried with him by baptism into death. This is followed by the circumcision of the heart, and a spiritual worship. Thus the grand scheme of man’s redemption flows from the throne of God; and returning back to its source, it is lost in love, lost in sanctity, and lost in God. We have therefore no more to do with the frail and beggarly elements of this world; for such are the grosser services of the ritual law. 

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-26
Galatians 5:1. Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, by the redemption he has procured through the shedding of his own most precious blood. The liberty of your celestial birth, comprising pardon, and all the blessings of the new covenant. The power to leave the galling rituals of the law behind, and put on the garments of righteousness, as the sons of Abraham and of Sarah. The yoke of bondage is now superseded by divine adoption, which makes us sons of God, and heirs of all.

Galatians 5:3. For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do the whole law. Open your eyes, oh Galatians, to the glory you leave, and to the obligations you incur. The moment you do this, all that Christ has done for your redemption is of no avail. You are fallen from grace, from the glorious gospel of the blessed God.

Galatians 5:5. For we through the Spirit, the spiritual, and not the carnal worship of God, wait for the hope of righteousness by faith. All the evangelical righteousness which God has promised to rain down on the church in the Messiah’s days. Isaiah 45:8; Isaiah 51:6. Daniel 9:24. Romans 3:21. This righteousness then is obtained by faith, and not by the works of the law. It opens heaven, and all the fruits of righteousness in the soul. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but faith which works by love.

Galatians 5:10. I have confidence in you through [in] the Lord, that you will turn a deaf ear to all your troublers, the pests of the church; that the reading of this epistle will be like the out-breaking of the sun in a dark and cloudy day; and that the truth as it is in Jesus will again irradiate your minds, and warm your hearts.

Galatians 5:12. I would they were even cut off which trouble you. God may grant them space for repentance; but if otherwise, I know that the man who shall vex and afflict the little one who believes in Jesus, be his rank what it may, shall bear his iniquity; and more than he who is sentenced, like a dog, to be drowned in the sea, with a millstone about his neck. Matthew 18:6. He speaks of those troublers with equal contempt, in Philippians 3:2. Let the authors of schisms seriously weigh the consequences, before they are infatuated to rend and devour the flock. 

Galatians 5:17. The flesh lusteth against the Spirit — so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. Where did the translator get the word cannot? The Greek is, το δε πνευμα κατα της σαρκος θελητε ταυτα ποιητε. “But the Spirit lusteth against the flesh, and these are contrary one to the other, that you do not, or may not do the things that ye would.” Beza reads, ut non id quod volueritis faciatis, that ye do not what ye would. The Mons Testament, by doctors of the Sorbon, reads the same. De sorte que vous ne faite pas les chose que voudriez. The phrase is thus understood in the subjunctive mood, the flesh lusts that ye may not do what ye would. This interpretation harmonizes the sense of the preseding words. “Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lusts of the flesh.”

Galatians 5:18. But if ye be led of the Spirit, as on Romans 8:14.

Galatians 5:19. The works of the flesh are manifest — adultery, a sin which according to the good Mr. Walker of Truro, “damns two souls at once.” Yet God even here grants the Jezebels a space for repentance. Revelation 2:20. A man must leave father and mother for his wife; the holy seed must not be stained.

ακαθαρσια, uncleanness, comprising all evil thoughts, words, and gestures, the reverse of one whose body is the temple of the Holy Ghost.

ασελγεια, lasciviousness, impure thoughts, and all the consequent looks and habits of life. The word chiefly refers to the sins of the heart, super- inducing effeminacy of habit.

Galatians 5:20. φαρμακεια, witchcraft, veneficium, incantation, sorcery, as practised by Simon Magus. Acts 8:9. See on Leviticus 19:3; Leviticus 20:6-27.

Galatians 5:22. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace. Beautiful is the order of the graces; joy follows love, for we naturally rejoice in the happiness of those we love and esteem. Peace is the result of love.

“Soft peace she brings wherever she arrives; 
She builds our quiet, as she forms our lives; 
Lays the rough paths of peevish nature even, 
And opens in each breast a little heaven.” 

REFLECTIONS.
This epistle is the emanation of the heart, as well as of a mind full of divine wisdom. The soul of the writer travailed in birth for the restoration of his children to their former faith, simplicity, and love. His arguments are, what they should be, paternal, luminous, bold, and strong. They are the words of one accustomed to conquer in the fight; for no man in the church thought of correcting what Paul had said.

After argument, persuasion follows. Stand fast therefore in the liberty with which Christ, at the expense of his life, hath made you free. Liberty! Oh hallowed name; the charm of every heart, the grand point of concord in all the living beings of the earth. The birds seek it in flight, the fishes pursue it in their sports, and more or less it is the fond wish of nations in all their revolutions. But ah, what is civil liberty, while the heart is left the slave of sin? Chains of iron are transient, and less severe than the servitude of sin.

The apostle therefore cautions the Galatians against the licentiousness of the Gnostic boasted liberty, by opening their eyes to the works of the flesh, which appear more odious by contrast with the fruits of the Spirit. These are the two principles which wage eternal war, till sin shall be destroyed. In the one we see the house of Baal, full of crimes, works of death, whose very names revolt the chaster mind. In the other we see the heavenly Jerusalem, the chaste spouse of Christ, adorned with all the beauties of God our Saviour.

In that temple, instead of envy and malice, instead of biting and devouring one another, we see love, joy, peace, reigning in every heart. Longsuffering with difficulties, gentleness of behaviour, real goodness of heart, and goodwill to men; fidelity in every duty, and temperance, named the last, as the guardian of every grace.

These, in the church, are the grand characteristics of the people of God; for they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh, with its affections and desires. Having found true peace of mind, they cease to be desirous of vain boasting and glory; and unlike the troublers of Israel, of whom the apostle complains, they recede from all provocation and envy. To the good man, the Lord is a satisfying portion, and his exceeding great reward in the life to come. 

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-18
Galatians 6:1. If a man, a brother, be overtaken in a fault, by wine, or passion, or some indiscretion, through surprise, or when off his guard. The offender is a brother, who when so overtaken confesses his fault, and avows his sorrow. Now, to rebuke him with anger, and treat him with rigour, is not doing as we would wish to be dealt by; and if we so treat him, how keen and how just would his reproaches be, if we ourselves should fall into the same sin. Truly this is an eloquent and paternal plea for brotherly tenderness and compassion. But the apostle does not mean to extend it to habitual offenders. On the contrary, he directs that we should withdraw from such characters, and by consequence, deny them the sacramental bread. The whole church is more worthy than those who habitually reproach it.

Galatians 6:2. Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfil, or as many copies read, and so complete the law of Christ. Sin is a burden, and we should bear the infirmities of the weak. But the injunction applies to the sick and the aged poor, who may be in want of bread. We should love one another, as Christ hath loved us, and went about doing good.

Galatians 6:6-7. Let him that is taught in the word, communicate to him that teacheth. In the patriarchal age, when lands were often of uncertain tenure, the Lord provided for the altar by tithes of cattle and corn. Labour merits the reward of labour. This minister rises at an early hour; he spends the morning in his study, that he may the more edify and delight his auditory in preaching. He instructs the children, he rebukes vice, he heals breaches, and is the common father of all his flock. He needs and requires bread for his family, books for his study, and alms for the sick and aged poor. His labours merit remuneration. What a pity that human nature should need the injunction to communicate to him in all good things. — If the infidel lord, the wicked, the covetous deny or withhold from him his just and ancient rights, let them take heed. God is not mocked; sooner or later he will display his high displeasure. 1 Corinthians 9:14. See also on Amos 4:4. Malachi 3:10.

Galatians 6:8-10. He that soweth to his flesh, shall reap corruption. He who wastes the superfluities of his earnings, or his fortune, to gratify his concupiscence in alehouses, on dogs and pleasures, shall reap disease, and an early death. On the contrary, he who sows to the Spirit, in every form of benevolence to the poor, shall amalgamate his soul with a charity that never dies. He who imitates God, in doing good according to his means, shall reap the fruits of peace here, and life eternal in the world to come. Charity asks not the name or nation of a fellow-creature in distress; suffering has the first claim on the judgment and the heart. Love never faileth, though it may meet with ungrateful returns. The good man, like the Giver of harvests, is never weary in welldoing.

Galatians 6:11. Ye see how large a letter I have written to you with mine own hand. I have opened all my soul, and uttered all my heart. I have written, not by dictation to others, but with mine own hand. In writing to the Romans he employed Tertius to transcribe his words: Romans 16:22. In the epistle to the Colossians he seems to have written the salutation only: Colossians 4:18. Be that as it might, Tertullian affirms in his apology, that the churches to whom St. Paul wrote, had preserved his original manuscripts down to his time, which was about one hundred and fifty years after they were written.

Galatians 6:12. As many as desire to make a fair show in the flesh, the false apostles and judaizing teachers, who magnify the Leviticum, constrain you to be circumcised, that they may glory and boast of the proselytes they have made, and receive their stipends and applause from Jerusalem. They affect to be utterly ashamed of a crucified Redeemer.

Galatians 6:14-15. But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. God spared not his own Son, but freely delivered him up for us all. The cross is the high altar from whence the blood flows that washes away the guilt of the nations. The cross confers truth, honour, and glory on all the tragic altars of the patriarchs, and on the whole Hebrew ritual. A crucified Messiah is the true brazen serpent, exalted on the pole to heal the wounded camp. The cross is the weeping theme of all the prophets, which loses all its obloquy in the rising glory of the Son of God, putting death beneath his feet, and opening the gates of immortality. With Christ the believer is crucified to the world, and the world is crucified to him. In his resurrection we become new creatures, having, as is designated by the outward sign of baptism, put off the body of the sins of the flesh. The cross is the theatre of unexampled love, and the grand scene of triumph over all our foes. 

Galatians 6:17. Henceforth let no man trouble me. The seals of my apostleship you have attested, by miracles, by spiritual endowments, and gifts of the Holy Ghost. I have seen the Lord. Acts 9:4; Acts 22:14. I have lived in conformity to my vocation. I have suffered for the sake of Christ, being stoned, scourged by the Roman lictors, and also in the synagogues. Yea, I have been in deaths often. Let your troublers, who affect some love to Christ, the better to deceive you, come forward with credentials like these.

I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. My scars would demonstrate my love to his name, and my courage and warfare in the various fields of battle.

Galatians 6:18. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. He closes as he began the epistle. He also varies the last words, and adds amen, to show that he did it in the fulness of his soul, and blessed them in the God of truth, as the Lord required. Isaiah 65:16.

REFLECTIONS.
The religion of Christ is all compassion, and gracious like its author. If the incestuous Corinthian was restored to communion after one year, surely a brother, overtaken in a fault by surprise, and not by the habit of sin, may receive an earlier pardon. A new wound, and a wound inflicted in some sort by surprise, requires the healing balm, and not a deeper injury by rigorous treatment. Thus we should bear one another’s burdens in sympathy, in charity, and comfort. Let us, being often reminded, cheerfully support the gospel of Christ, and do it handsomely, in the true faith of his coming and kingdom.

St. Paul closes this most excellent preservative of the churches with a contrast between himself and the false apostles. They wished to return, boasting and glorying to Jerusalem, in the multitude of names who had submitted to the law by the grand ritual of circumcision. Our apostle, on the contrary, was altogether a christian. He would glory only in the cross, so revolting to the infidel jew. Learning, eloquence, riches and honours, are not to be named in presence of redeeming love.

Without the cross, all is darkness on the ritual code; without the cross, all is gloom on the prophets; without the cross, the whole of revelation is devoid of seals. But by the cross, the love of God is confirmed, and the whole church is filled with songs of glory and everlasting joy. Here all our enemies were vanquished, and the gates of paradise opened to a rebellious world. The purchased possession of the everlasting inheritance is secured to us by the ransom of our near kinsman. Here we have a pattern of patient suffering, which it is the christian’s glory to follow. The infamy of the cross is therefore made glorious by the dignity of the sufferer.

The cross is energetic in reforming the lives, and renovating the hearts of sinners beyond example. Romans 1:16. It reveals the righteousness of God from faith to faith; it prepares the soul, when contemplated, by faith, and borne to the end, for the brightest degrees of glory. In a word, the cross is the grand subject of glory and of song in the heavens above, and of its glory there is no end.

Contemplating this cross,, and bearing it in part, St. Paul was happy in the gaol, and bold before Felix: and where is there a subject so glorious, or consolations equal to those which they have who suffer with the Saviour? While the christian glories only in the cross, he astonishes the world, and rises in hope, while others droop with desponding gloom.

Peace and mercy then be to all that walk according to this rule, says the great apostle, who bore in his own body a hundred illustrious scars of the dying of the Lord Jesus. Christian, remember this is the faith, the patience, and piety which conquered the world. 

